
Fireweed has 

been one of my 

favorite flowers  

since I was 

young. I not  

only appreciate  

its beauty, but 

also the vital 

role it plays in a healthy ecosystem. 

As its name suggests, fireweed is 

among the first plants to return  

after a fire or other land distur-

bance. It begins the process of 

restoration by establishing a sta-

bilizing root system that prevents 

erosion and lays the groundwork 

for new plants to grow and thrive!  

I see similarities between fireweed 
and North Cascades Institute. We’ve 
endured many challenges over the past 
few years, including a literal wildfire 
that shut down the Environmental 
Learning Center in late August 2023. 
Like fireweed, we have strong roots, 
and we remain resilient.

Wildfires can be devastating, yet they 
also provide a pause—time for nutrients 
to be added back to the soil—and then 
opportunities for new life to emerge. For 
us, this looked like expanding curricu-
lum for 5th graders and including a fire 
ecology lesson, working on infrastruc-
ture upgrades on our campus and staff 
housing, preparing an expansion of 
Youth Leadership Adventures, welcom-
ing new Board members and exploring 
ways to increase our resilience as we 
continue to adapt to a changing climate.

In addition to a robust root system 
allowing it to survive the harshest condi-
tions, each fireweed stalk can release 
nearly 80,000 seeds that travel far and 
wide. So does North Cascades Institute. 
Our programs plant thousands of seeds 
of environmental awareness each year, 
resulting in meaningful impacts through-
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2023 out communities. We prepare the soil 
and create safe spaces for people of all 
ages and backgrounds to learn, explore, 
heal, and grow together. 

One thing about our work that stands 
out for me is the diversity of groups 
that we serve in such a wide range of 
settings across the North Cascades  
ecosystem. For instance, a group of 
Skagit Valley high school students 
canoeing on Ross Lake. Small groups 
of adults identifying mushrooms in the 
Chuckanuts and snakes in the Methow 
Valley. A “Nature Immersion” group 
offering education for Indigenous and 
BIPOC youth at the Environmental  
Learning Center. The list goes on and on. 

I am proud of the many successes  
and thousands of people we reached 
in 2023 and am excited for you to learn 
more about our program highlights in 
the pages ahead.

Kim Nelson

Kiley Riffell
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Mountain School

This immersive environmental education 
program for 5th grade classes has been serving 
regional schools since 1990. Through hands-
on interdisciplinary activities, students are 
connected to the natural and cultural history 
of our region, form connections with their 
classmates and the environment, and sharpen 
their understanding of their own identities.

In Spring 2023, we modified our schedule from 
3-day/2-night to 2-day/1-night programming 
to serve students for whom programs had 
been canceled in Fall 2022 due to smoke from 
two nearby wildfires. This resulted in serving 
students from 15 schools with shorter programs. 
We also debuted our new curriculum "North 
Cascades Connections," which presents a 
theme of Interconnection between students, the 
North Cascades bioregion and the places that 
they call home.

Our Fall 2023 Mountain School season sadly 
had to be canceled due to the Sourdough Fire. 
An additional 1,500 students, chaperones, and 
teachers would have visited the Learning Center 
this season; some have rescheduled for 2024 
while others have found alternative programs in 
their school year.

Learn more in the 2022-23 Mountain School  
Report at ncascades.org/reports. “The waterfall was my favorite part of Mountain School. It 

was not any normal waterfall, it was huge and it plummeted 
down to the stream below so fast that I couldn't follow it while my 
face was delighted to feel the droplets of water that ran astray.

—Mountain School student
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PROGRAM 
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Our robust lineup of Family Getaways, Base Camps, Field Excursions and Skagit 
Tours bring diverse, multi-generational audiences to the North Cascades ecosys-
tem to learn, recreate and be inspired. We also reach people regionally and across 
the country through Online Classes—inexpensive presentations from experts in a 
wide range of disciplines including art, biology, poetry and conservation. 

We co-hosted nine readings by authors, artists and scientists with Village Books in 
the Nature of Writing Speaker Series, and produced two book-launch celebrations 
in Bellingham for John Miles' Teaching in the Rain: The Story of North Cascades 
Institute. These two events attracted more than 200 people, including a wide range 
of staff, graduate and youth programs alumni to celebrate the Institute's storied 
legacy of environmental education and getting people outside!

With the Sourdough Fire closing the Learning Center we had to cancel many sold-
out Summer and Fall programs. Additional Field and Online programs were added 
to help make up for this loss.  

Adult and Family Programs

 Kim Nelson

 Kim Nelson

 Kim Nelson
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YLA offers immersive backcountry trips for diverse local high school students. 
Through outdoor skills training, leadership development, and lessons focused on 
climate change solutions, participants gain the knowledge and tools to become 
environmental stewards and engage in community advocacy. By providing transfor-
mative experiences in nature to teens who otherwise likely wouldn’t participate in 
an outdoor program, YLA helps develop a wider audience of engaged environmental 
enthusiasts and future climate leaders. 

In 2023, we hosted two backcountry 
trips and completed a strategic revi-
sioning project to make the program 
more accessible for students from 
historically underserved communities. 
Our first group was primarily Latine 
students from the GEAR UP program 
at Burlington-Edison High School. Our 
second group was all multilingual stu-
dents from Mount Vernon High School. 
Both of these trips were deeply im-
pactful. Due to the Sourdough Fire, we 
unfortunately had to cancel a third trip. 

Opportunities for engagement after 
the summer included Youth for People 
and the Environment (YEP!) in part-
nership with RE Sources. Our cohort 
of Skagit County students identified 
flood risk as the focus for their climate 
action project, creating a brochure 
about flood preparation and distribut-
ing it in the community. The students 
also went on a field trip to the Kukutali 
Preserve to learn about Indigenous 
food sovereignty with the Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community.

Hear students reflect on their  
experiences in YLA’s podcast and 
video content at ncascades.org/ 
student-voices. Read the 2023 YLA 
report at ncascades.org/reports. 

Conferences and Retreats

Bookstores

Custom educational programs, 
lodging and meals at the 
Environmental Learning Center 
inspire reflection and connection 
to the natural world as well 
as to each other. We welcome 
conferences, events, retreats, 
workshops, trainings, reunions 
and other gatherings. In 2023, 
we hosted 15 programs including 
wellness retreats, business and 
academic conferences, medical 
training courses and outdoor 
immersion excursions for diverse 
youth groups. Groups included:

 Remote Medical Training  
- wilderness first aid courses

 Bellingham School District  
- executive board retreat

 Boyz N The Wood - free immersive 
nature retreats for Black men

 The Wilderness Society  
- staff retreat

 Nature Immersion  
- education programming serving 
Indigenous and BIPOC youth

 YogaBliss - yoga retreat

 TRIO Upward Bound - WSU  
program for high school students

 Seattle City Light  
- dam relicensing process  
workshop for partners

 Sierra Club - outdoor  
adventure retreats

We operate seven retail stores 
within and adjacent to North 
Cascades National Park, and online 
at ncascades.org/shop. In 2023, 
we had new visitation and sales 
records, even with some stores 
temporarily closed due to the 
Sourdough Fire. This partnership 
reaches larger, broader audiences 
to foster a deeper connection with 
nature via educational resources 
while helping fund our programs. 

This program provides Whatcom County students outdoor opportunities to 
explore, learn, and connect with nature near their schools. Connections started 
during the school closures in 2020 when nonprofits banded together to address 
academic inequities magnified by COVID. Through providing locally-focused 
outdoor education for elementary schools in the rural Mount Baker and Blaine 
school districts in 2023, Connections fosters environmental stewardship 
and joyful habits of outdoor exploration that are strongly linked to academic 
and social emotional learning. Participating 5th/6th grade students attended 
Mountain School as a capstone experience to their outdoor education journey.

Learn more in the 2022-2023 Connections Report at ncascades.org/reports.

Whatcom Coalition for Environmental Education’s Connections

Youth Leadership Adventures

“This trip has given me the 
opportunity to connect with 

my surroundings on a deeper level 
without distractions. I've learned 
that I can care for nature and it can 
care for me too. 

—YLA participant
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“Teaching in the Rain is a singular 
summary of the North Cascades 

Institute, one of Washington State’s 
most unique, successful, and sustained 
organizations. This important book is an 
essential guide to what it takes to direct 
education meaningfully in this age of 
environmental stress and to marshal the 
common ground of community to develop 
skills and shape attitudes necessary to address 
the environmental challenges we all face.

—Tony Angell, Artist and Educator

“Teaching in the Rain will stir happy 
memories for alumni of North Cascades 

Institute programs, while also providing 
a peek behind the curtain, revealing the 
sometimes-uncertain trajectory of the scrappy 
nonprofit that—at least to this participant—
always presented itself as an assured 
professional. 

—Mary Vermillion, Cascadia Daily News

John Miles' Teaching In The Rain

In the early 1980s, five young men 
who loved teaching, the natural world 
and the North Cascades dreamed of 
creating a field school to teach about 
the place and its many natural and 
cultural histories. North Cascades 
Institute emerged from that dream in 
1986 with the help of North Cascades 
National Park. Teaching in the Rain: 
The Story of North Cascades Institute 
is a new book by John Miles, professor 
emeritus at WWU’s College of the 
Environment, environmental historian 
and our very first Board Chair! It tells 
the story of how the Institute grew 

from humble beginnings to become a model nonprofit environmental 
education organization admired throughout the United States. Over 
the 35 years chronicled in this book, the Institute served over 150,000 
students in its Mountain School and youth programs! 

Miles was part of this story and provides unique insights into how 
our success has been earned through imagination, hard work, 
collaboration and persistence. To have him write the history of our 
first 35 years is a great honor, an inspiration for other nonprofits and 
a time capsule for the future.

For more info and to purchase a copy, visit ncascades.org/john-miles.

Sourdough Fire

In early August 2023, we were evacuated from the  
Environmental Learning Center due to the Sourdough Fire.  
In late August our Board of Directors chose to suspend all  
programming based at the Environmental Learning Center  
until the end of the calendar year. This gut-wrenching decision 
was made only after we had evaluated other alternatives— 
including sites for Mountain School—that all proved to be 
untenable at such short notice. It also forced us to lay off  
seasonal and operations staff at the Learning Center. 

Once we were able to return to campus in late Fall, we spent 
time cleaning up and making repairs including fixing broken 
water pipes, cleaning and reorganizing facilities, over- 
hauling our heat system and other necessary projects. We  
also made major efficiency improvements to staff housing  
in Marblemount. Our decision to proactively cancel the rest  
of 2023 Learning Center-based programming allowed time  
for these necessary improvements which build resiliency  
and capacity over the long-term.

UNIQUE IN 2023

Britt Coy

https://blog.ncascades.org/odds-and-ends/teaching-in-the-rain/


Outreach

Thank You  
to Our Board of Directors

Long-serving Board Members Nan McKay, 
Gerry Cook and Dunham Gooding reached 
the end of their tenures when our Board 
of Directors implemented term limits in 
2023. Find a tribute to this formidable trio of 
visionary leaders by Institute founder and 
former Executive Director Saul Weisberg on 
our blog at blog.ncascades.org/institute-
news/tribute-to-board-members.

We also want to recognize Michael Liang, 
Maureen Ryan and Priya Nanjappa for their 
service on the Board as they move on to 
other adventures, and welcome new board 
members who joined us in 2023: Colleen 
McShane, Denice Rochelle and Nina Smith.

Thanks to the hiring of Director of Inclusion  
and Community Partnerships Alma Busby- 
Williams and Outreach Coordinator Britt Coy, 
we increased our presence at diverse events 
including the HBCU Environmental Justice 
Conference, Seattle farmers markets, the El Grito 
celebration at Skagit Valley College, the annual 
Outdoor Afro fundraiser in Oakland, Village  
Books readings and Pint Night fund-raisers at 
Aslan and Wander Community Tuesday. This 
allowed us to help more than 2,500 people  
know more about the North Cascades eco- 
system and our educational programs.

Outdoor Schools Washington, a program of 
the Washington School Principals' Education 
Foundation, is a primary partner in the 
statewide movement to ensure that all 
students in Washington have the opportunity 
to attend an overnight outdoor school 
program like the Institute’s Mountain School. 
After the Sourdough Fire, Outdoor Schools 
Washington recognized both the need for 
us to cancel for students' safety and well-
being as well as the significant impact that 
this cancellation had on our budget. Their 
cancellation support grant allowed us to 
spend the Fall working on refining Mountain 
School's curriculum and program structure 
and preparing to welcome kids back in 2024.

Outdoor Schools for All

Our staff and Board of Directors recognize climate change as the 
greatest threat to the well-being of our natural environment, and we are 
committed to doing all we can to slow climate change through our own 
actions. In 2023, based on an analysis and set of recommendations 
from the Peak Sustainability Group—funded in part by the Saul Weisberg 
Catalyst Fund—we are taking action for reducing our carbon footprint: 

• reducing the Institute’s burning of fossil fuels

• improving efficiencies in our staff housing

• offsetting carbon emissions that we cannot impact by purchasing car-
bon offsets that invest in projects directly reducing greenhouse gasses

Read more at ncascades.org/carbon-footprint. This is just the  
beginning of our climate reduction journey. 

Reducing Our Carbon Footprint

On July 27, 2023, the Institute's chef and friend Charles Claassen died  
in a paddleboarding accident on the Skagit River. Charles was a 
beloved member of the North Cascades Institute family. He was a hard-
working and talented chef who was instrumental in helping to open 
the Environmental Learning Center in 2005, and served on staff for 
more than five years in two tenures. He was the main motivator behind 
our local Foodshed Initiative and our goal of using food choices as an 
educational tool for everyone who visits our dining hall.  

Charles left the Institute in 2009 and, 
among other things, owned the Book 
Fare Cafe in Village Books in Bellingham 
and hiked the Pacific Crest Trail. After 
more than a decade of raising his family 
in Bellingham, Charles returned to the 
Institute in 2022 as Chef and Food  
Service Manager. His return to the 
kitchen for a second tenure raised all of 
our spirits and we’re grateful to have had 
him in our community once again. He is 
missed by many.

Read a tribute to Charles on our blog at blog.ncascades.org/ 
institute-news/in-memoriam-charles-claassen.

In Memoriam Charles Claassen

“Charles exemplified the early spirit of the Environmental 
Learning Center’s opening when we all were just trying to 

figure things out. He was the most amazing addition to the team, 
figuring out our food menus, setting up suppliers, purchasing all 
the dining wares and kitchen equipment, cooking delicious meals 
mostly by himself—Charles did it all! And he and his family 
were such a grounding influence, his two little daughters and his 
wife brought the family vibes and we all benefited from it.

—Saul Weisberg, Institute founder and former Executive Director

https://blog.ncascades.org/institute-news/tribute-to-board-members/
https://blog.ncascades.org/institute-news/tribute-to-board-members/
https://ncascades.org/discover/north-cascades-institute/reducing-our-carbon-footprint
https://blog.ncascades.org/institute-news/in-memoriam-charles-claassen/
https://blog.ncascades.org/institute-news/in-memoriam-charles-claassen/


2023 PA RT NER S A ND SUPP ORT ER S
Many thanks to over 900 individuals, families, businesses, and organizations whose financial contributions 
helped make North Cascades Institute programs possible. Your support allowed more people to connect with 
nature, build community, and become lifelong environmental stewards. The following list acknowledges anyone 
who donated $100 or more in 2023. Thank you so much!

 A
 Anonymous (73)
 Jeremiah Alexander
 Kathryn Alexandra
 Humera Ali
 Charlotte Allen
 Luther Allen
 Eileen Andersen
 Kari Anderson and Jory Oppenheimer
 Alice Arnold
 Jean Avery

 B
 Sharon Babcock
 Karen Bakke
 Paul Balle
 Syd and Viviane Barber
 Christopher Barnes and Kathryn 

Bedient
 Diane and Mike Bates
 Doug and Maria Bayer
 Shawn Baz
 Betsy and Richard Bedient
 Alison Beer and Omar Jaffer
 Barbara and William Beer
 David and Victoria Benoliel
 Paula and Devin Berg
 Liz Berggren
 Jeffrey Berghammer
 Basha Berl and Douglas Chichester
 Ruth Berry
 Lynn and Malcolm Best
 Bud Bigelow and Patricia Otto
 Jane Billinghurst and Tom Lebovsky
 Cindy Bjorklund
 Buff and Terah Black
 Fraser and Deirdre Black
 Bill Booth
 Bruce Bowden

 Kate Bradley
 Cynthia Bradshaw
 Jane Brandt
 Martha Bray and John Day
 Jeff and Deb Brennan
 Patti and Michael Brettell
 Jodi Broughton
 Christopher Brown
 Peter Brown
 Timothy and Beverly Browning
 Eric Buher and Shea Gull
 Timothy and Mikki Burkholder
 Donaleanne Buttz

 C
 David and Debbie Campbell
 Glen and Anita Campbell
 Hugh Campbell and Dianne Dalton
 Tom and Sonya Campion

 Zimmie Caner and Tom Edwards
 BJ Carol
 Catherine Carr and Sally Polk
 Kirsti Charlton
 David Cheyette and Cynthia Todd
 SuJ'n Chon and Han So
 Jon and Joan Christoffersen
 Jim and Marilyn Chu
 William Clarkson
 Drs. Sterling and Sandra Clarren
 Bill Clausen and Michelle Casey
 Pat Cleary
 Maureen Cleveland
 Tiffany and Matthew Coke
 Liz Collins
 Gerry Cook and Hannah Sullivan
 Ross and Barbara Craigie
 Mechtild Cremer
 Alice Cunningham

 Headwaters Legacy Circle Member who has named North Cascades Institute as a beneficiary in their estate plans



 D
 Ray and Lisa Dailey
 Lauren and David Danner
 Ginny Darvill
 Corrine and Scott Davis
 Heidi DeBoer
 Gretchen DeDecker
 John and Wendy DePaolis
 Bec Detrich
 Daniel Deuble
 Deborah DeWolfe and Kate Stewart
 Joan Dinkelspiel
 Shirley Dockendorf
 Jan Doescher
 Lani Donohoe and Tom Griffin
 Richard Droker and Sharon Baker
 David Dwyer

 E-F
 James Eberhardt
 Richard Eckert
 Blair Edwards
 Jim Edwards
 Barbara Eisenberg
 Mark and Tracey Eisenberg
 Sonja Ellingson and Andrew Gastineau
 Catherine Endicott
 Gail Engler
 Linda Fairchild
 Philip Fenner and Susan Skillman
 Corwin Fergus
 Kelly Figueroa
 Michael and Shannon Flory
 David Fluharty and Lisa Bergman
 Juby and Tom Fouts
 Brad Fowler
 Drs. Joanne Fredrich and Stephen 

Willson
 Paddy Freeman and Susan Golub
 Dr. Alan and Lisbeth Fritzberg
 Susan and Albert Fuchs

 G
 Robert Gage and Victoria Goodhope
 Nancy and George Gale
 Alden Garrett and Charles Eriksen
 Ed and Carolyn Gastellum
 Neil and Sonjia Gavin
 Will George
 May and John Gerstle

 Jeff and Janet Giesen
 Ryan and Kayli Gimarc
 Donna Glasoe
 Jeanne Glick and Jean Leib
 Merkys Gomez and Michael 

Bundesmann
 Dunham Gooding and Sheilagh Brown
 Sally Goodwin
 Ronit and Eran Gourarie
 Dianne Graham and Marvin Yamaguchi
 Alan Greenbaum and Laura Thorne
 Cathy Grinstead and James Nelson
 Nancy Grout
 Peter Guerrero
 John and Gerri Gunn

 

H
 Jim Hadlock and Sharon Brown
 James and Angie Hager
 Catherine and Charles Halka
 David and Catherine Hall
 Teresa Hall
 Jerry Hallberg and Frank Lacey
 Katie and Nathan Hambley
 Codi Hamblin and James Wood
 Susan Hamilton and Timothy Bates
 Michael Harding
 Jennifer Harrington
 Althea Harris
 Joyce Harvey-Morgan
 Molly Hashimoto
 Greg and Teresa Heck
 Marie and Dale Hedden
 Michelle Heng and Randy Schweickart
 Bryan and Donna Hennessy
 Diane Hetrick and Denis Martynowych
 Pat and Terry Higman
 Eric Hirst
 John Hogan
 Jeanette Hollenbeck
 Sherry Holtzman and Steve Sinderson
 John Hoofnagle
 Chung-Ying and Hsiu-Tzu Huang
 Holly Hughes
 Susan Hunt
 Gerry Hutson

MAJOR PARTNERS

Please let us know if you see any  
errors or omissions in this list:  
give@ncascades.org.  
Thank you for your support!

 Kim Nelson

mailto:give%40ncascades.org?subject=


 Kim Nelson

 J-K
 Molly and Ben Jackson
 Anne Marie Jenkins
 Carl Johansen
 Richard Johnson and Cheryl Wagner
 John and Marisol Joynt
 Ellen and Brian Judd
 Megan Karch
 Richard and Jana Kauffman

 Orawan and Robert Layne
 Kathleen and Timothy Leach
 Michael Lee
 Randy Leventhal
 Rick and Tracey Levine
 Michael Liang and Mark Hoyle
 Michele and Robert Liburdy
 Christie and Jason Lien
 Jon Gross and Kristin Likus

 Tanya and Russell McDonald
 Bill McJohn
 Nan McKay
 Kathy McKenna
 Connie McLaughlin Bowser  

and Bill Bowser
 John McLaughlin
 Michael McLaughlin
 Colleen McShane  

and David Batchelder
 Martin and Lissa Mehalchin
 Sue Mehler
 Scott Mennella and Anne Sidbury
 Lynne Meredith
 Beth Mickelson
 Anne and Jack Middleton
 Judith Middleton
 Kelly and Brooks Middleton
 John Miles and Susan Morgan
 Guy Miller
 Howard and Deborah Miller
 Mary Miller
 Scott Miller
 Stan Miller
 Doug Mills and Beverly Faxon
 Libby Mills and Rusty Kuntze
 Lynne and Jim Minton
 Eleanor Mischaikow
 Chris Moench and Jennifer Hahn
 Richard Monroe
 Chris Morgan
 Mary Morgan and Tim McNulty
 Wyatt Mullen
 Xiomara Munoz and Brian Kennan
 Patricia Murphy
 Andrew Murray

 N-P
 Eva Nachmanson
 Josh and Pam Narode
 Danne Neill
 Chris Nelson
 Kim and Matt Nelson
 Paul Nelson
 Mathias and Mandy Newell
 Carol and Neal Nicolay
 Rita Novak
 Joan O'Connell and Stephen LeCuyer
 Gary and Julie O'Donald

 Elizabeth Kerwin and Jillian Froebe
 Lee Kimmelman and Sue Hou
 Tobey and Barbara King
 Maggie Kinsella and James Hopper
 Janine Kirkpatrick
 Kal Klass and Shelly Soble
 Cynthia and Bob Klein
 Jeanne Kloser
 Thomas Kohn and Cheryl McMillan
 Louise Kornreich
 Scott Kranz
 Matt Kraska
 Marilyn Kroontje
 Sally Kuperberg

 L
 Paul Lambshead and Deb Fischer
 Barry and Dawn Landau
 Paul and Kathy Lantz

 Nora Linderoth
 Yingzhao Liu
 Meredith Lohr and Chase Barton
 Jenny Low
 Nancy Lundeen

 M
 Lisa Maack
 Beau MacGregor and Ryan Castle
 Mac and Linda MacGregor
 Sue and Len Madison
 Joan and Keith Magee
 Christopher Mannion
 Tim Manns and Brenda Cunningham
 Vera Martinovich
 Peter and Linda Marziliano
 Carter McBride and Patsy Sellars
 Lorne and Mary Beth McConachie
 Ann McCurdy and Frank Lawler

 Headwaters Legacy Circle Member who has named North Cascades Institute as a beneficiary in their estate plans



 Tobi Oberman
 Therese Ogle
 Janet Ott
 Patricia Otto
 Linda Park
 Janet Parker
 Barbara Paul-Mayer and Dan Laursen
 Kathleen Penoyer 
 Robin and Robert Perry
 Brian and Debby Peterman
 Elizabeth and Paul Poehlman
 Kasey and Lee Potzler
 Karen and Richard Prince
 Cynthia Putnam and Mark Groudine

 

R
 Dawn Ramage
 Stacy Randolph and Juan Aguilera
 Carol Ravano
 Lori Ray
 Jane and Jay Reich
 James Reid
 Franklin and Sherry Retherford
 John and Barbara Reynolds
 Thomas Reynolds and Mariluz Villa
 Allan and Susan Richardson
 Reliance Ricketts and Dick Wearn
 Byron Ricks and Maren Van Nostrand
 James Ridgley and Liz Williams
 Paula Riggert and Michael Stevens
 Scott Rinckenberger
 Chuck and Dee Robinson
 Linda and Tom Roe
 Erin Rohan and Chris Nosko

Please let us know if you see any  
errors or omissions in this list:  
give@ncascades.org.  
Thank you for your support!
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 Adobe Systems Incorporated
 Agilent Technologies
 Alaska Community Foundation:  

Serhat Cetinkaya Fund
 AmazonSmile Foundation
 Apache Corporation
 Aslan Brewing Company
 Beardsley Family Foundation
 Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
 BlackRock
 Boeing
 Bull Biter Cidery
 The Burning Foundation
 Casey Family Programs
 Cedar Road Publishing
 Concept 360
 D.A. Davidson Companies
 Darby Foundation
 The Dudley Foundation
 DV and Ida J McEachern Charitable Trust
 Eagle River Designs

 Ehrlich Donnan Foundation
 The Eleanor and Henry Jansen 

Foundation
 F5, Inc.
 The Ferguson Foundation
 Gear Aid Inc.
 Helen Martha Schiff Foundation
 Henry M. Jackson Foundation
 The Hugh and Jane Ferguson 

Foundation
 Industrial Credit Union
 IQuest Charitable Foundation
 Jonathan C.S. Cox Family Foundation
 Kate Svitek Memorial Foundation
 Laff Foundation
 Lagu Foundation
 M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust
 McEachern Foundation
 The Merck Foundation
 Microsoft
 MTE Fund
 National Park Foundation
 Nisqually Indian Tribe
 Norman Archibald Charitable 

Foundation
 North Cascades Audubon Society
 North Drinkware

 Outdoor Schools Washington
 Outdoor Youth Connections
 Percolator Consulting
 Quest for Truth Foundation
 Rotary Club of Bellingham
 Rotary Club of Mill Creek
 Salesforce
 The Sharing Foundation
 Skagit Community Foundation:  

The L&E Donor Advised Fund  
and ERAC Donor Advised Fund

 Skagit Environmental Endowment 
Commission

 Skagit Valley Food Co-op
 Target Circle Community Giving
 Tulalip Tribes Charitable 

Contributions
 Village Books & Paper Dreams
 Wander Brewing
 Washington State Recreation  

and Conservation Office
 Whatcom Community Foundation 

Funds: Kinder Fund, Phyllis  
& Charles Self Endowment Fund,  
and Sibyl Sanford Fund 

 Youth Philanthropy Project of the 
Whatcom Community Foundation

CORPORATIONS  
& GRANT FUNDERS
  Organizations who matched  
gifts made by their employees
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 Dianne Ross
 Helen and Tom Roth
 Jason Ruvelson
 Maureen Ryan

 S
 George Sanders and Karen Aronoff
 Sibyl Sanford
 Margot Schenet
 Lisa and Brad Scheuch
 Lynn Schmidt
 Mike and Wendy Schramm
 Lori Seabright
 Patricia Seaman
 Demian Seiler
 Amanda Sepe and John Ballard
 Deejah and Ron Sherman-Peterson
 Michael Shiosaki and Edward Murray
 Gordon Shriver
 Alan Shurman and Amy Mower
 Irene and Richard Simpson
 John Sirutis
 Amy Smith
 Craig and Kathy Smith
 Nina Smith
 Jane Sneeringer
 Rob and Liz St Andre
 Jan Stack-Leuze and Jeffrey Leuze
 Sarah Stamps-Woolson
 Gerard Stanton
 Jack and Sandie Starr
 Eileen Stauss
 Craig and Valerie Stewart
 Ryan Stewart
 Susan and Charlie Stillman
 Carol Stoel-Gammon
 Jeffrey and Daphne Stone
 Hsung-Zin and Fen Fang Sung
 Shara Svendsen
 Erika Sweger

 T
 Terry Takken
 Jane Talbot and Kevin Williamson
 Stowe and Nina Talbot
 Linda Talley and Ron Norris
 Margaret Tally
 Debra Tan and Peter Duniho
 Anne Tarver and Cath Carine
 Matthew Tebbs and Dana Armstrong
 Philip Tegeler

 Gayle Thompson
 Lara Tilley-Bouez
 Brad and Jenny Tuininga
 Gary and Holly Tuininga
 Stephanie and David Twigg

 U-V
 Elizabeth and Mark Urban
 Sarah and Paul Vautaux
 Linda Versage and Walter Brodie
 Barbara Vogel and John Dickinson
 Joan and Howard Voorheis

 W-Z
 Elizabeth Walker
 Maggie Walker
 Erin Wallin
 Steve Wang and Kathryn  

Hamilton-Wang
 Dr. Reitha and Mr. Russell Weeks
 Eric Wehrly
 Maggie Weisberg
 Bob Weisberg
 Saul and Shelley Weisberg
 Janet Welch
 Barry Wenger  

and Mary Humphries
 Laurie Werner
 Wayne Werner
 Mona West
 Molly Westring
 Connie and David Wheeler
 Lee Whitford
 Tim and Ann Whitney
 Andy Wickstrand
 Greg and Nicole Wickstrand
 Peter and Karen Wickstrand
 Brian Williams and Mary Raines
 Cathy Wissink and Eric Hinton
 Thomas Wong
 Kent Woodruff
 Robert and Barbara Wright
 Kyle Wych
 Celicia Yeoman
 David and Peggy Yost
 Dr. Susan Zwinger
 Suze Woolf and Steve Price

Sterling and Sandra Clarren
Adam Bates
Penny Bayman
Sterling Bonn
Franklin Bradshaw
Jodi Broughton
Zimmie Caner
Janiece Dwyer
Leonard Eisenberg
Catherine Endicott
Kaylene Farley
Paul Goodrich
Dorothy Govern
Everett "Buzz" Harrington
Michael Hoffner
Christian Martin
Nan McKay
Anne Middleton
John Miles
Rotha Miles
Drew Murphy
Kim Nelson
Lorrie Otto
Kim Parsley and Paul King
Inge Paulus
James Reed
Skye Richendrfer
Mamie Rockafellar
Brian Scheuch
Joy Tally
Lydia Villa
Hilde Weissengruber
Wayne and Marilyn Weissman
Alan Williams
Morton "Woody" Wood

 Headwaters Legacy Circle Member  
who has named North Cascades Institute  
as a beneficiary in their estate plans

HONORARY  
& MEMORIAL GIFTS



Statement of Financial Position 
ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents  $184,094 
Short-term investments  $248,159 
Receivables, net  $484,622 
Inventory and other  $330,301 
Long-term investments  $6,854,688 
Property and equipment, net  $808,777 

 $8,910,641
LIABILITIES

Accounts payable  $66,753 
Accrued expenses  $170,964 
Deferred revenue and other  $75,539
Lease Liability  $158,885 

 $472,141
NET ASSETS

Operating Reserve  $2,215,000 
Unrestricted & temporarily restricted funds  $2,654,824 
Designated Funds:

Conservation Education Fund  $1,713,739 
Nugent Family Fund  $656,458 
Youth Leadership Fund (Ginny Darvill)  $170,000 
Darby Foundation Scholarship Fund  $80,000 
North Cascades Conservation Council  
Founders Fund

 $40,000 

Andrew Goodwill Murphy Memorial Fund  $52,131 
John Miles Scholarship Fund  $42,536 
Weisberg Family Fund  $63,657 
Gary Peterson Memorial Fund  $26,268 
Jean Gorton Memorial Fund  $21,863 
Cook & Sullivan Fund  $30,500 
Brian Scheuch Memorial Fund  $29,155 
Campbell-Dalton Fund  $73,639 
Mac & Linda MacGregor Fund  $54,852
Saul Weisberg Catalyst Fund  $513,851 

 $8,438,500 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $8,910,641 

Statement of Activities 
SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Contracts, tuition and fees, net  $1,101,786 
Investment income  $888,260
Contributions  $699,285 
Government grants  $926,974 
In-kind contributions  $87,755 
Learning Center Fund - Seattle Foundation  $295,000 
Foundation grants  $354,000 
Rental Income  $58,038 
Bookstores (retail/outreach), net  $551,728 

 $4,962,826 
EXPENSES

Programs  $3,302,351 
Management and general  $422,576 
Fundraising  $350,412 

 $4,075,339 

Change in Net Assets  $887,487

81%
10%

9%

Expenses

PROGRAMS
MANAGEMENT 
AND GENERAL

FUNDRAISING

To learn how you can make a difference with your gift,  
call Jodi Broughton, Development & Marketing Director 

at (360) 854-2596 or visit ncascades.org/support 

North Cascades Institute has received 
FOUR-STAR ratings from Charity 
Navigator 21 YEARS IN A ROW

The audited 2023 Financial Statements will be posted  
at ncascades.org/reports when ready.
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2023 UN AUDIT ED F IN A NCI A L S TAT E MENT S

http://ncascades.org/support
https://ncascades.org/support/reports

